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CUBA-VII Simposio Internazionale sulla Morte Cerebrale e disturbi di coscienza
Continua il dibattito e la critica internazionale

Data  la  superficialità  e  l'arroganza  della  propaganda  trapiantistica  sui  media  italiani  e  data  la
pericolosa  sicumera  di  scientisti,  rianimatori  e  loro  accoliti,  che  enunciano  cos'è  la  morte,
dichiarandola sportivamente su un corpo che respira (ausiliato),  nel quale l'ossigeno si fissa nei
globuli rossi, il cui sangue circola sospinto dal cuore che pulsa autonomamente, il cui metabolismo
di organi e tessuti è presente, è doveroso segnalare ai medici italiani l'importante VII SIMPOSIO
all'HAVANA-CUBA e le iniziative di coloro che avversano sia il concetto che la dichiarazione di
cosiddetta “morte cerebrale”.
Infatti  la scienza non conosce “tutte” le funzioni dell'encefalo e nemmeno conosce “tutto” delle
funzioni, poche, che ritiene di conoscere. Questo limite non può quindi essere imposto come fosse il
traguardo del sapere.

Apre alla speranza ogni iniziativa internazionale, che mira a mantenere acceso il dibattito e la critica
alla  “morte  cerebrale”  che  come  è  noto  si  è  sviluppata  per  il  procacciamento  d'organi  e  la
sperimentazione in vivo su questi malati, arbitrariamente definiti cadaveri.
Inoltre  preoccupa  il  tentativo  del  potere  trapiantistico  di  estendere  allo  stato  vegetativo  la
dichiarazione autoritaria di “morte cerebrale” per ragioni utilitaristiche.

Sia la luce, per chi la cerca! 
Nerina Negrello
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Dear colleagues:
We have the pleasure of inviting you to attend the VII International Symposium on Brain Death 
and Disorders of Consciousness. American Scholars can legally attend this meeting (read 
“American Citizens” section for specific information).

 Although inserted into a worldwide debate, the acceptance that a human being with irreversible 
loss of brain functions is dead has been progressively accepted beginning as far back as the late 
1950’s. Nonetheless, two contentious brain-dead cases have recently raised again new 
controversies about the diagnosis of brain death (BD), widely covered by the US and international 
press. The Jahi McMath case centers on the bioethical debate surrounding her family s rejection 
for accepting the BD diagnosis, and their efforts to maintain her body on mechanical ventilation. 
Marlise Nicole Muñoz was declared brain-dead, but, doctors kept her body on a respirator  
because she was 14 weeks pregnant. Contrary to the McMath case, Muñoz s husband entered a 
legal battle to have her removed from life support, assuring that she had previously told him that 
in case of BD, she would not want to be kept alive artificially.  Moreover, Erick Muñoz s attorneys 
also argued that the fetus had suffered from oxygen deprivation and was suspected to be non-
viable.

Furthermore, the Terri Schiavo, and other famous cases have raised new controversies about the 
diagnosis and management of the persistent vegetative, the minimally conscious state, etc. Hence,
the disorders of consciousness discussions are actual and permanent subjects for debate in the 
media and scientific discussion in any forum.

Havana lies on the northern coast of Cuba, is the largest city and the country’s capital. Besides its 
tropical savanna climate, the city is also noted for its history, culture, architecture and 
monuments. Old Havana exhibits almost all the Western architectural styles seen in the New 
World, its historic center was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1982. Therefore, Havana 
will provide the most proper venue to discuss all topics related to human death, end-of-life 
dilemmas, and disorders of consciousness.

Sincerely,

Calixto Machado, MD, PhD, FAAN
President of the Symposium

Instituto de Neurología y Neurocirugía
29 y D, Vedado, La Habana 10400
Phone: 537-834 5578
Email:  braind@infomed.sld.cu
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